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SUBJECT: 	 Wiidfire Safety Division Guidance on Submission of 2020 Safety Certification 
Requests Pursuant to Publlc Utilities Code §8389(1)(2) 

Pursuant to Public Utilities Code (Pub. Util. Code)§ 8389(1)(2), eloctrical corporations seeking a 
subsequent $1f.iy c:ettificalion to the initial s.>fety centfiatlon Issued pursuant to Pub. util. 
Code §8389(1}(1) must wbmlt a request to the Wildfire Safety OM>ion pnor to expiration ofth• 
lllltlal ..fttt ctflifialfon.. Son Diego Gas & Electrlc Company (SOG&EJ. Southem C.lifomia 
Edison Company (SCE), ond Padflc Gos and Elect~Company (PG&E) submitted init;,,J requests 
for safoty cortlfications on July 18, 2019, July 19, 2019, ond August 2. 2019, respectively The 

~lilornia ""bile Utilltie< Commission (CPUC)'s Ex0<:utlve Director granted initial safety 
certlflcotlons to SOG&E on July 26, 2019, SCE on July 25, 2019, and PG&E on August 23, 2019. 
In order to reutve a safety certifi~tion; an electrical corpo~tlon mvst provide documentation 
to satisfy the requirements of Pub. Ut il. Code §8389(e). A summary of requirement.< is as 
follows: 

1. 	 rhe e lectrical corporation has an approved Wildfire Mitigation Plan (§8389 
(e)(l)). 

2. 	 The elearical corporation is in good standing. whk.h can be s.ati:i:fied by the 
eltctriul corporation having .,greed to implement the fi.ndings of its most te<:cnt 
safety culture assessment ifapplicable(§ 8389(c){2)). 

3. 	 The electrical corporation ha.s established a safoty committee of its board of 
directors comJ>OS"(l ofmembers with releY1nl ..ifoty oxpcrience (§8389 (ej(3)). 

4, 	 The electncal cotp0tation has ~blishcd~n executtve incentive compensation 
structure approved by the Wildfire Safety Division and structured to promote 
s.>ftty as a priority ond to ensure public safety and utility finon~ >tabi!ity with 
pcrform•ncc metrics forall executive off"'ers as defined In Pub. Util. Code 
§45 IS(§ 8389(e)(4) and (e)(6}). 

S. 	 The electri~I c;orporation has established a board-of·dlrectors level reporting to 
the CPUC on safety issues (§8389(e )(S)). 

6. 	 The electrical corporation is satisfactorily 41)(acuting ~nd In compliance with it.i; 
ttpproved Wildfire Mitig~tion plan, including the submi.sslon of Tier 1 advice 
leners containing information as required by this code section (§8389(e)(7)). 
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In anticipation of the receipt of requests from the electrical corporations for subsequent safety 
certifications, the Wildfire Safety Division ptovides the foflowing guidance: 

1. 	 Requests for safety certifications must be submitted to the WildFite Safety 
Division via letter and must include all supporti ng documentation. Submissions 
should be sent to the following email address: 
wifdfiresafetydivision@cpuc.ca.gov. and must be served on the service list of 
Rulemaking 18~10.007. The Wildfire Safety Division will post safety certification 
requests on the CPUC's website www.epuc.ca.gov/wildfites. 

2. 	 To satisfy the requirementof§8389 (e)(l), the WHdfire Safety Division requires 
that the electrical corporations have an approved 2020 Wildfire MitigatiOf\ Plan 
prior to issuance of a subsequent safety certification. The earliest the Wildfir.e 
Safety Division will approve or deny th£> 2020 Wildfire tv1itigation Plans and the 
CPUC will consider fatifieation of the Wildfire Safety Division's actions is June 11, 
2020. Therefore, electrical corporations should refrain ftom submitting t£>quests 
for subse.quent safety certifications until after the Wildfire Safety Division issues 
a final determination on the Wildfire Mitigation Plans and the Commission has 
ratjfted the Wildfire Safety Division's action. 
a. 	 Pursuant to §8389(f)(4), initial safety certifications remain in effect until 

the Wildfire Safety Division acts on an electrical corporation's request for 
a safety certification. 

3. 	 To satisfy the requirements of §8389(e)(2), if the electrical corporation has an 
approved safety culture assessment, the etec.trical corporation shall submit 
documentation to show that it is implementing the findings of the safety culture 
assessment. Absent a current safety culture assessment, the electr ic.al 
corporation shall submit the following documentation: 
a. 	 Safety policies, induding employee and contractor safety, gas pipeline 

and electrical safety. 
b. 	 Number of reported ignitions to date in 2020 pursuant to CPUC Qe,cision 

14--02-015. 
c. 	 Number of fatalities and/or structures damaged and/or destroyed by 

\Vildfire-s ignited byutility inftastructure and/ at equipment. 
d. 	 Wol'ker and contractor fatalities and incidents since i.o;.suance of the 

ptevious safety certification. 
e. 	 CPUC investigations and court actions, if any, related to safety violations 

of the electrical corporation, including ongoing and dosed investigations; 
and, 

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/wildfires
mailto:wifdfiresafetydivision@cpuc.ca.gov
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f. 	 ResPQnses to any Wildfire Safety Division reque.sts for remedies as a 
r esult of compliance findings from evaluation of the 2019 and 2020 
Wildfire M it igation Plans. for remedies 

4. 	 To satisfy the requirements of§ 8389(e)(3), the electrical corporation must 
submit the nanles and turriculum vitae ofthe safety committee, highlighting 
safety expertise. 

5. 	 To satisfy the requirements of§ 8389(c)(4) and (e)(6), the electrical corporation 

must have received approval frQm the Wildfire Safety Division of its 2020 
exewtivc compensation stn.icture. 
a. 	 The Wildfire Safety Division is currently undertaking its review of SCE's 

and SDG&E's executive compensation fi lings, which \Vere submitted on 

January 14, 2020 and January 27, 2020, respectively. The Wildfire S<lfetv 
Division anticipates disposition of executive compensation filings prior to 
June 30, 2020. 

b. 	 PG&E's 2020 executive compen~tion structure is being reviewed in 
Investigation 19-09-016, Order lnst;tuting lnvestigat;on on the 

Commi.ssion's Own M otion to Consider the Rotemaking ond Other 
lmp/lcat ions ofa Proposed Pionfor Resolution of Voluntary Case filed by 
Pacific Gas and Electric C.Ompony, pursuant to Chapter11 ofthe 

8onkruptcy Code, in the United States Bankt'tJptcy Covrt, Nortl1em District 
ofColifornia, Son Fronc;sco Division, In re Pacific Gos and Electric 
Corporation and Pacific Gos ond Electric Company, Cose No.19-30088. A 
Proposed O&eision published on April 20, 2020. 

6. 	 To satisfy the requirements of §8389(e)(S), t he electrical corporation must 
submit documentation of board of directol'4 1evel tQporting to the CPUC on S(llfety 
issues, i ncluding: 
a. 	 Name(s) and position(s); 

b. 	 Date the reporting protocol ot schedule was established and the details 
ofthe reporting protocol; and 

c. 	 The date(s) on '"hich the electrical corporation reported to the CPUC 
pursuant to this portion of the code, the form of report (vel'bal or 
\vritten), and the contents of the report. 

7. 	 To satisfy the requirements of §8389(e)(7), the electrical corporat ion shall 
include with its request all Tier 1 advice l etters required by §8389{e)(7) 
submitted since issuance of the initial safety certification along w ith an 
explanation of hov1 the information reported in the advice letterscompli~with 
§8389(e)(7). The electrical corporation shall also submit the results of any 

Wildfir1t S<ifety Division compliance audit.~of 2019 Wiidfire Mitigation Plans, the 
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§8389(e){7) advice letters.. or audits associated with 2020 Wildfire Mitigation 

Plans, if any, along w ith an explanation of remedies. 

For questions regarding the guidance provided in t his letter.. please contJct Melissa Semcer.. 
Program Manager in the Wildfire Safety Division, at melissa.semcer@cpuc.ca.gov. \Vith a copy 
to v1ildfire.safetvdivision@wuc.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Caroline Thomas Jacobs 
Director, Wildfire Safety Division 
California Public Utilities Commis..~ion 
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