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SUBJECT: 	 Wildfire Safety Division Guidance on Submission of 2020 Safety Certification 
Requests Pursuant to Public utilities Code §8389(1)(2) 

Dear Mr. Skopec: 

Pursuant to Public Utilities Code (Pub. Util. Code)§ 8389(1)(2), electrical corporations seeking a 
subscquc-nt safety cettific.ation to ttie initial safety certification issued pursuant to Pub. Util. 
Code §8389(1)(1} must submit• r<quest to the Wildfire Safety Division prior to e)(IJiration of the 
Initial safety certificabon. San Diogo G ..& Electric Company (SOG&E), Southern C.lifornia 
Edison Company (SCE), and Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) submitted initial requests 

for ..tcty ccrtificabons on July 18, 2019, July 19. 2019, and August 2, 2019, r.,peetively The 
Californi• Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)'s E>cecutive Diredor granted Initial safety 
certlflcalions to SOG&E on July 26, 2019, SCE on July 25, 2019, and PG&E on August 23, 2019. 
In order to receive a safety cettifiC4ltion; ;in electrical corporation must provide documentation 
to satisfy the requirements of Pub. Util. Code §8389{e). A summary or requirements is as 
follows: 

1. The electrical corporation hos"" approved Wildfire Mitigation Plan (§8389 
(e)(l)). 

2. 	 The eJectrical corporadon is in good standing, which can be satisfied by the 
electrical corporation having a.greed to implement the findings of its most recent 
safety culture ass<!SStncnt, if applicable(§ 8389(e)(2)). 

3. The ele<:tri<:iil corporation hais cst.lblished a safety committee of its board of 
directors composed or members with relevant safety experience (§8389 (e)(3)). 

4. 	 The electrical corporation has established an executive lntentive compensation 
structure approved by the Wildfire Safety Division and structured to promote 
safety as a priority and to ensure public safety and utility financial stability with 
performance mettles for all executive officers as defined in Pub. Util. Code 
§451.5 (§ 8389(•)(4) and (e)(6)). 

S. 	 The electrical corporatlon has estJblished a board·of·dlrec:t:ors level reporting to 
the CPUC on safety Issues (§8389(e)(S)). 

6. 	 The electric.al corporation is satisfactorily executing and in compliance with its 
approved Wildftte MitJg~tion plan, induding the $Ubmis.sion of Tter 1 advice 
letters containing information as ,.quired by this code section (§8389(e)(7)). 
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tn anticipation of the receipt of requests from the electrical corporations for subsequent safety 
ccrtifiitations, the Wildfire Safety Oivi.5ion provides the following guldanCie: 

1. 	 Requests for safety cettHlat;ons mustbe submitted to the Wildfire Safety 
Division via letter and must indYde an supporting documentoation. submissions 

should be sent to the following email address: 
wildfiresafetydivlslont!pcauc.s:a,gov, and must be served on the seMcc listof 
Rulernaking 18-10 007. The Wildfire Safety Division will Post $afety certification 
requests on the CPUC's website www.cpuc.ca.gov/wlldflres. 

2. 	 To satisfy the requi•emont of§ 8389 (e)(l), the Wlldfi•c Safety Division requires 
that the electric81 corporations have an approved 2020 Wildfire Mitigation Plan 
prior to issuance of a subsequent safety certification. The earliest the Wildfire 
Safety Division will approve or deny the 2020 Wildfire Mitigation Plans and the 
CPUC will conside• fatific.ltion ofthe Wildfi•• S;ifcty Division's octlons is June 11, 
2020. Therefore. electrical corporations should refrain from submitting requests 
for subsequent safety certifications until after the Wildfire Safety Division is.sues 
a fin-al determination on the Wildfire Mitigation Plans and the Commission has 
l'atifie:d the Wildfire Safety Division's action. 
a. 	 Pursuant to §8389(f}(4), initial safety certifications remain in effect until 

the Wildfire Safety Division acts on an electric.al corporation' s request for 
a safety certification. 

3. 	 To satisfy the requifemonts of §8389(e)(Z), if the eloctfical corporation has an 
approved safety culture assessment, the electrical corpcration shall submit 
documentation to show that it is implementing the findings ofthe safety culture 
assessment. Absent a current safety culture assessment, the electrical 
CO'PQfation shall submit the following documentation: 
a. 	 Safety poricits, including E!:mployee and contractor saf~ty, gas pipeline 

and etcrutcal safety. 
b. 	 Number of reponed ignitions to date in 2020 pursuant to CPUC Decision 

14-02-0lS. 
c. 	 Numb« of fatallUes and/or structures damaged and/or destroyed l>y 

wildfires lgnh:ed by utility infrastructure and/or equipment. 
d. 	 Worker and contractor fatalities and incidents since issuance of the 

previous safety certification. 
e. 	 CPUC investigations o.nd court actions, ifany. related to safety violations 

ofthe electrical corporation, induding ongoing and dosed investigations; 
and. 

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/wildfires
mailto:wildfiresafetydivision@cpuc.ca.gov
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f. 	 Responses t o any Wildfire Safety Division requests for remedies as a 
result of compliance findings from evaluation of the 2019 ~nd 2020 
Wildfire Mitigation Plans. for re:mcdies 

4. 	 To satisfy the requiremonts of§ 8389(•)(3), the electric.al corporation must 
submit the names and curriculum vitae of the safety committtt, highlight ing 
safety expertise. 

S. 	 To satisfy the re quirements of § 8389(e)(4) and (•)(6), the electrical corparation 
must have received approval from the Wildfire S.fetv Division of its 2020 

executive compensation structure. 
a. 	 The Wildfire Safety Division Is c:urre.ntly undertaking iu review of set's 

and SDG&E's executive compensation filings, which were submitted on 
January 14, 2020 and January 27, 2020, tespectively. Tho Wildfire Safety 
Division antlclpates di$p0Sitlon of executive compensation fil ings priot to 
June 30, 2020. 

b. PG&E's 2020 executive compensation stOJcturc is being rQviewed in 
Investigation 19-09-016, Ordtr lrtSCituting lnvestjgot ion on the 
Commiss;on'J Owrt Motion to Col'l$ider tht Rotemoking and Other 
Implications ofa ProposedPlanfor Resoluuon ofVolunrary "1se filedby 
PacificGas ondElmric Company, purSuant ro Chopterll of the 
BonkfT.lptcy Code, in the United States Bankruptcy Covrt, Northern Di$trict 
of Co/Jfomio, Son Francisco Division, Jn re Pacific Gas and Electric 
Corporation and Pacific Gas and Electric Company, ca~ No.19~30088. A 
Propased ~on published on April 20, 2020. 

6. 	 To sotisfy the requirements of §8389(<)(5), the clectrical corporation must 
submit documentation of board of director-level reporting to the CPUC on safety 
issues, Including: 
a. 	 Nome(s) and p0sition(s); 
b. 	 Oate the raporting protocol or schedule w•s ~ablished and the detaas 

of the reporting protocol; and 

c. 	 The date(s) on which the elec;triea:I corporation reported to the CPUC 
pursuant to t h1s port.ion of t he code, the form of report (verbal or 
written)~ and the contentsof the report. 

7. 	 To satisfy the requirements of§8389(0)(7), the electrical corparation shall 
inelude with its request all n er l advie<> letters r~ulred by §8389(•)(7) 
submitted since issuance of t he initial safety ccrtlftcation along with an 
explanation of how t he information reported in the advice letters complies with 
§8389(e)(7). The electrical corporation shall also submit the re<ults of any 
Wildfire Safely OMsion compfjancc audits of 2019 Wildfire Mitigation Plans~ the 
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§8389(c)(7) advioe letters, or audits associated with 2020 Wildfire Mitigation 
Plans. if any, along with an explanation of remedies. 

For questions regardjng the guidance provided in this letter, please contKt Melissa Semcer, 
Progr~m Manager in the Wildfire Safety Division, at melissa.semcer@seyc.q.gov. with a copy 
to wildftrcsafetvdMsion@cpvkCf.ggy. 

Sincerely, 

Caroline Thom-as Ja~bs 
Director.. Wildfire Safety Division 
C..lifomla Public Utilities Commission 
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